
Welcome to the Art of Improvisation Community Recording Project 
 
Welcome to the AOI Community Recording Project, an experimental, creative space to build recordings 
with your fellow participants.  We will be using Bandlab, a free, online platform to create pieces 
together.  While the platform doesn’t allow us to play together in real time, we can collaborate and 
build pieces together in real time or on our own time. 
 
The intent is primarily to provide a space to explore, experiment and create for those of all musical 
abilities and all levels of technical, recording expertise (including novice!).  We will be offering up 
‘foundation tracks’ for each other to work with and taking a ‘yes, and…’ attitude.  It’s a place both for 
beginners to try out something new with lots of support provided, and for experienced players to create 
polished pieces.  In short it is an expression of the community we create during the Virtual AOI. 
 
An intro session on Sunday evening 8/2 will include a discussion on hardware and recording technique, 
as well as an experiential session where you will test drive the basics of using Bandlab.  The subsequent 
evenings will be sessions that are largely participant-driven and based on the needs of the group.  There 
could be technical assistance provided, additional training on the use of Bandlab (including the Live 
Session feature for collaborating in real-time), or collaborative recording sessions organized.  We will 
have breakout rooms within the Zoom platform to allow for these different avenues.  Please participate 
in these sessions with a laptop or desktop computer or a tablet if possible.  It will be necessary to have 
two windows open – one for the zoom session and one for a web browser with Bandlab.  You could 
also use one device for zoom and a second for Bandlab if you have that capability.  We don’t 
recommend participating by smartphone.  It is recommended that you use Chrome as your browser. 
 
Those who want to get a head start can watch this short Bandlab  tutorial by our co-leader, Alina 
Plourde:  https://youtu.be/D_uqDOO7wDI  
 
Or check out this tutorial put together by Jan Hittle: https://www.dropbox.com/t/tEkOdBGtBIgAZuSf 
 
Important:  
 

● You will be receiving an invitation to join Bandlab and to join a ‘band’ within Bandlab.  
● If you currently have a Bandlab account, you will receive a notification within the application to 

accept the invitation to your band 
● If you do not have a Bandlab account, the link will automatically take you to the Bandlab 

account registration page.  Please register with the email that you used to register for AOI. You 
should automatically be put into your assigned band or be able to accept the invitation to your 
band. 

 
All AOI participants will be assigned to a ‘band’ whether or not you plan to participate.  This gives 
everyone the option of easily joining if they want to.  While there are ways to collaborate with anyone 
via the platform, the band you’re assigned to gives you an easy way to start collaborating with a smaller 
group of people if you choose.  All bands will be provided with sample “foundation tracks” that can be 
used to start pieces together.  
 
Bandlab also has a phone apps available via your app store: 
Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bandlab.bandlab&hl=en_US 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yes,_and...
https://youtu.be/D_uqDOO7wDI
https://www.dropbox.com/t/tEkOdBGtBIgAZuSf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bandlab.bandlab&hl=en_US


Apple: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bandlab-music-making-studio/id968585775 
  
 
Recording technology: 
The idea is to make this easy.  Whoever you are, you probably have the technology you need to get 
started.  Here are the minimum requirements: 

1. Laptop or desktop computer (we are not recommending tablets or phones for this project) 
2. Wired Headphones (earbuds are fine)  
3. Microphone (you can use your computer’s internal mic if that’s all you’ve got).  You can also 

record using your phone or tablet internal (or a plug-in) mic and the Bandlab app, though we 
recommend doing any mixing/editing on a laptop or desktop. 

4. If you have more sophisticated and higher-quality equipment, great!  
 

 
The sessions will be led by Alina Plourde and Todd Rogers, two of the co-founders of MFP’s Community 
Recording Project, an ongoing collaboration in the MFP community. 
 
We hope to see you there! 
 
- Alina and Todd 
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